Fiske

in

... A'merica (1899); Through Nature to God
(1899); and New France and New England
(1902). Consult Perry's John Fiske.

John Fiske.

Fiske, Minnie Maddern (1865-1932),
American actress, was born in New Orleans,
La. Under the tuition of her mother, she be-
came proficient as an actress at a very early
age, performing in children's parts almost con-
tinuously from her fourth year. In 1890 she
was married to Harrison Grey Fiske, and
passed several years in retirement, engaged in
dramatic study. Her three most notable cre-
ations, after her reappearance, were the title
characters of Tess of tJte d3 Urbervilles (1897),
Becky Sharp (1899), and Leak Kleschna (1905).

Fiske, Stephen (1840-191(5), American
journalist and author, was born in New
Brunswick, N. J. He was war correspondent
for the New York Herald during a part of the
Civil War. He managed theaters in London
and New York, and later became dramatic
critic of the Spirit of the Times. Mr. Fiske
wrote several plays and published English
Photographs and Offhand Portraits of Prominent
New Yorkers (1884).

Fisk University, a co-educational institu-
tion situated in Nashville, Term., for the edu-
cation of the colored people of the South. It
was founded in 1866 under the auspices of
the American Missionary Association and the
Western Freedmen's Aid Commission. The
organization comprises preparatory, college,
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theological, normal, and music departments.
Fismes, town, France, in the department
of the Marne; p. about 3,000. In the Great
War Fismes was occupied by the Germans,
and was used by them as an important depot
of supplies. In the course of the Second Battle
of the Marne it was entered by American
troops on August 4, 1918. After seven hours
of bitter fighting the German forces were
routed by a terrific artillery bombardment and
driven back twelve miles.
Fistula, a term used in surgery for an ab-
normal channel between a hollow viscus and
the surface of the body, or between two hollow
viscera. Common examples are salivary fistula,
opening into a salivary duct; genito-urinary
fistula, opening into some portion of the genito-
urinary tract; entero-vesical fistula, between
the intestines and the bladder; vesico-vaginal
fistula, between the bladder and the vagina.
Fistulae usually arise from an abscess, which,
being neglected, bursts in more than one
direction.
Fistularidae, a family of marine fishes, re-
markable for the elongation of the front bones
of the head into a pipe, bearing the small
mouth at its apex.
Fistulina, a genus of edible fungi, of which
one species, the Beefsteak or Liver Fungus, is
common. This is a large, liver-like fungus
usually found growing on old chestnut and
oak trees.
Fit, a term popularly applied to any seizure
in which convulsions occur. Fits occur in such
diverse conditions as epilepsy, hysteria, apo-
plexy, and ursemia.
Fitch, the fur of the Fitchew or Polecat.
Fitch, John (1743-98), American inventor
of an engine for the propulsion of a boat
against the streams of rivers. The Perseverance
was launched on the Delaware River in 1787
and achieved the rate of progress of three miles
an hour. It was improved later and its power
so increased that it made 80 miles in one day.
A company for the navigation of the Delaware
proved a failure, and having vainly visited
France in 1793 in the attempt to promote his
invention Fitch returned to the United States
in a destitute condition. Disheartened by his
misfortunes, he committed suicide.
Fitch, William Clyde (1865-1909), Ameri-
can dramatist, was born in New York City.
Beginning with Beau Brummel (1890) he com-
posed a succession of plays, which include The
Moth and the Flame, NatJtan Hale, Barbara
FrietcMe^ The Climbers, The Last of the
Dandies, and The Truth.
Fitchburg, city, Massachusetts, one of the